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1.1 Introduction

Lough Cuoib the second largest lake in Ireland (after Lough Neagh), is situated in Co. Galway ietthe Riv
Corrib catchment (Plates 1.1, 1.2 and)1.3he lake stretches from outside Galway city to within three
kilometers of Maam Cross, a distance of over S@nkdters (Figs. 1.1 and 1.2). The main rivers draining
into Lough Corrib include the Black, Clare, Dooghta, Cregg, Owenriff and the Cong canal which joins
Lough Corrib to Lough Mask. The lake can be divided into two parts; Lower Lough @aogiativel

shallow basin underlain by carboniferous limestone in the south (Fig. 1.1), and Upper Lough &orrib
larger, deeper basin underlain by more acidic granite, schists, shales and sandstones to the north (Fig.
1.2) (NPWS, 2004). The lake has a surface @ré6,562Ha (5,042ha Lower Lough and 11,520ha Upper
Lough), and has a maximum depth of 42m. The lower lake is categorised as typology class 10 (as
designated by the EPA for the Water Framework Directive), i.e. shallow (mean depth <4m), greater than
50haand high alkalinity (>100mg/l CaCO3) and the upper lake fits into typology class 12, i.e. deep (mean
depth >4m), greater than 50ha and high alkalinity (>100mg/l CaCO3). The lake supports 14 protected
habitats and six species, including salmon that atedi on Annex | and Annex |l respectively of the EU

Habitats Directive (NPWS, 2004). The lake is currently classified as mesotrophic €fiatnep11l).

Lough Corrib is one of the best game fisheries in the world and is internationally renownedifoviin
trout fishing. The lake is known to hold brown trout, salmon, perch, roach, bream, roach x bream

hybrids, eels, &pined stickleback and pike.

Roach a nomative invasive fish species was first identified in Lower Lough Corrib in the earlyat@B0s
subsequently spread to all corners of the lake. High numbers of roach were observed in routine netting
2LISNF GA2ya 2y GKS 1S FTNRY (GKS fFGS mdhdyna dzyaaft
Grady, 1996). In early 2007, large numbers lué protozoan parasite Cryptosporidium sp. were
detected in water from the lake, leading to contamination of the public water supply and an outbreak of
cryptosporidiosis in Galway city. Another unwelcome visitor to the lake is the highly invasive plant
speciesLagarosiphon majofalso known as "Curly Waterweed") which was first identified in the lake in

2005. This rapidly colonizing plant has excluded native plant species from bays in which it has become
established. Control measures have been implemewiedhe lake to clear large bays of the plant. The

zebra musselQreissena polymorphaanother invasive species in Ireland was first recorded in Lough

Corrib during 2007 and it is thought they were introduced to the lake in 2000/2001.



The lake was previsly surveyed to assess its fish stocks by Inland Fisheries Ireland (formerly the

/| SYGNrf CAaAKSNASA .2FINR YR GKS 2SadSNYy wS3aiazylf
Grady et al., 1996). The lake was also surveyed in 2008, 2011 and<pant of the Water Framework
Directive surveillance monitoring programme (Kadlyal., 2009, 2012a and 2015During the 2014

survey, roach followed by perch were found to be the dominant species present in the Baken

trout, salmon, threespined stickleback, ninespined stickleback, pike, roach x bream hybrids, rudd,

stoneloach and eels were also captured during the survey.

This report summarises the results of the 2018 fish stock survey carried out on the lake.

Plate 1.1. Lower Lough Cornikest shore (near L. Kip rive(Photo courtesy of IFI and No. 3
Operational Wing, Irish Air Corps (Aer Chér na hEireann))



Plate 1.2. Lough Corrib

Plate 13. Survey boats orh.ough Corrib
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Fig. 1.1. Location map of Lower Lough Cosiitowing locatons and depths of each net (outflow is

indicated on map)



Fig. 1.2. Location map of Upper Lough Cositowing locations and depths of each net (outflow is
indicated on map)



